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PREFACE

The Boy Scout Movement has become almost universal, and wherever
organized its leaders are glad, as we are, to acknowledge the debt we all
owe to Lieut.-Gen. Sir Robert S. S. Baden-Powell, who has done so much
to make the movement of interest to boys of all nations.



The BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA is a corporation formed by a group of
men who are anxious that the boys of America should come under the
influence of this movement and be built up 1n all that goes to make
character and good citizenship. The affairs of the organization are managed
by a National Council, composed of some of the most prominent men of
our country, who gladly and freely give their time and money that this
purpose may be accomplished.

In the various cities, towns, and villages, the welfare of the boy scouts is
cared for by local councils, and these councils, like the National Council are
composed of men who are seeking for the boys of the community the very
best things.

In order that the work of the boy scouts throughout America may be
uniform and intelligent, the National Council has prepared its "Official
Handbook," the purpose of which is to furnish to the patrols of the boy
scouts advice in practical methods, as well as inspiring information.

The work of preparing this handbook has enlisted the services of men
eminently fitted for such work, for each is an expert in his own department,
and the Editorial Board feels that the organization is to be congratulated in
that such men have been found willing to give their time and ripe
experience to this movement. It would be impossible adequately to thank all
who by advice and friendly criticism have helped in the preparation of the
book, or even to mention their names, but to the authors whose names are
attached to the various chapters, we acknowledge an especial obligation.
Without their friendly help this book could not be. We wish especially to
express our appreciation of the helpful suggestions made by Daniel Carter
Beard.

We have carefully examined and approved all the material which goes to
make up {vi} the manual, and have tried to make it as complete as possible;
nevertheless, no one can be more conscious than we are of the difficulty of
providing a book which will meet all the demands of such widely scattered
patrols with such varied interests. We have constantly kept in mind the evils
that confront the boys of our country and have struck at them by fostering
better things. Our hope is that the information needed for successful work
with boy scouts will be found within the pages of this book.



In these pages and throughout our organization we have made it obligatory
upon our scouts that they cultivate courage, loyalty, patriotism,
brotherliness, self-control, courtesy, kindness to animals, usefulness,
cheerfulness, cleanliness, thrift, purity and honor. No one can doubt that
with such training added to his native gifts, the American boy will in the
near future, as a man, be an efficient leader in the paths of civilization and
peace.

It has been deemed wise to publish all material especially for the aid of
scout masters in a separate volume to be known as "The Scout Masters'
Manual."

We send out our "Official Handbook," therefore, with the earnest wish that
many boys may find in it new methods for the proper use of their leisure
time and fresh inspiration in their efforts to make their hours of recreation
contribute to strong, noble manhood in the days to come.

THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
Editorial Board.

WILLIAM D. MURRAY

GEORGE D. PRATT,

A.A. JAMESON,
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF SCOUT

TO THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA:

There was once a boy who lived in a region of rough farms. He was wild
with the love of the green outdoors--the trees, the tree-top singers, the
wood-herbs and the live things that left their nightly tracks in the mud by
his spring well. He wished so much to know them and learn about them, he
would have given almost any price in his gift to know the name of this or
that wonderful bird, or brilliant flower; he used to tremble with excitement
and intensity of interest when some new bird was seen, or when some
strange song came from the trees to thrill him with its power or vex him
with its mystery, and he had a sad sense of lost opportunity when it flew
away leaving him dark as ever. But he was alone and helpless, he had
neither book nor friend to guide him, and he grew up with a kind of
knowledge hunger in his heart that gnawed without ceasing. But this also it
did: It inspired him with the hope that some day he might be the means of



saving others from this sort of torment--he would aim to furnish to them
what had been denied to himself.

There were other things in the green and living world that had a binding
charm for him. He wanted to learn to camp out, to live again the life of his
hunter grandfather who knew all the tricks of winning comfort from the
relentless wilderness the foster-mother so rude to those who fear her, so
kind to the stout of heart.

And he had yet another hankering--he loved the touch of romance. When he
first found Fenimore Cooper's books, he drank them in as one parched
might drink at a spring. He reveled in the tales of courage and heroic deeds,
he gloated over records of their trailing and scouting by red man and white;
he gloried in their woodcraft, and lived it all in imagination, secretly
blaming the writer, a little, for praising without describing it so it could be
followed. "Some day," he said, "I shall put it all down for other boys to
learn."

As years went by he found that there were books about most of the things
he wished to know, the stars, the birds, the {xi} quadrupeds, the fish, the
insects, the plants, telling their names; their hidden power or curious ways,
about the camper's life the language of signs and even some of the secrets
of the trail. But they were very expensive and a whole library would be
needed to cover the ground. What he wanted--what every boy wants--is a
handbook giving the broad facts as one sees them in the week-end hike, the
open-air life. He did not want to know the trees as a botanist, but as a
forester; nor the stars as an astronomer, but as a traveler. His interest in the
animals was less that of anatomist than of a hunter and camper, and his
craving for light on the insects was one to be met by a popular book on
bugs, rather than by a learned treatise on entomology.

So knowing the want he made many attempts to gather the simple facts
together exactly to meet the need of other boys of like ideas, and finding it a
mighty task he gladly enlisted the help of men who had lived and felt as he
did.

Young Scouts of America that boy is writing to you now. He thought
himself peculiar in those days. He knows now he was simply a normal boy



with the interests and desires of all normal boys, some of them a little
deeper rooted and more lasting perhaps--and all the things that he loved and
wished to learn have now part in the big broad work we call Scouting.

"Scout" used to mean the one on watch for the rest. We have widened the
word a little. We have made it fit the town as well as the wilderness and
suited it to peace time instead of war. We have made the scout an expert in
Life-craft as well as Wood-craft, for he is trained in the things of the heart
as well as head and hand. Scouting we have made to cover riding,
swimming, tramping, trailing, photography, first aid, camping, handicraft,
loyalty, obedience, courtesy, thrift, courage, and kindness.

Do these things appeal to you? Do you love the woods?

Do you wish to learn the trees as the forester knows them? And the stars not
as an astronomer, but as a traveler?

Do you wish to have all-round, well-developed muscles, not those of a great
athlete, but those of a sound body that will not fail you? Would you like to
be an expert camper who can always make himself comfortable out of
doors, and a swimmer that fears no waters? Do you desire the knowledge to
help the wounded quickly, and to make yourself cool and self-reliant in an
emergency?

Do you believe in loyalty, courage, and kindness? Would {xii} you like to
form habits that will surely make your success in life?

Then, whether you be farm boy or shoe clerk, newsboy or millionaire's son,
your place is in our ranks, for these are the thoughts in scouting; it will help
you to do better work with your pigs, your shoes, your papers, or your
dollars; it will give you new pleasures in life; it will teach you so much of
the outdoor world that you wish to know; and this Handbook, the work of
many men, each a leader in his field, is their best effort to show you the
way. This is, indeed, the book that I so longed for, in those far-off days
when I wandered, heart hungry in the woods.

ERNEST THOMPSON SETON,



Chief Scout.

Headquarters Boy Scouts of America,
200 Fifth Avenue, New York City.
June 1, 1911.
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CHAPTER I
SCOUTCRAFT

This chapter is the result of the work of the Committee on Scout Oath, Scout
Law, Tenderfoot, Second-class and First-class Requirements; the
Committee on Badges, Awards, and Equipment; the Committee on
Permanent Organization and Field Supervision, and John L. Alexander and
Samuel A. Moffat.

Aim of the Scout Movement
By John L. Alexander, Boy Scouts of America

The aim of the Boy Scouts is to supplement the various existing educational
agencies, and to promote the ability in boys to do things for themselves and
others. It is not the aim to set up a new organization to parallel in its
purposes others already established. The opportunity is afforded these
organizations, however, to introduce into their programs unique features
appealing to interests which are universal among boys. The method 1s
summed up in the term Scoutcraft, and is a combination of observation,



deduction, and handiness, or the ability to do things. Scoutcraft includes
instruction in First Aid, Life Saving, Tracking, Signaling, Cycling, Nature
Study, Seamanship, Campcraft, Woodcraft, Chivalry, Patriotism, and other
subjects. This is accomplished in games and team play, and is pleasure, not
work, for the boy. All that is needed is the out-of-doors, a group of boys,
and a competent leader.

What Scouting Means

In all ages there have been scouts, the place of the scout being on the
danger line of the army or at the outposts, protecting those of his company
who confide in his care.

The army scout was the soldier who was chosen out of all the army to go
out on the skirmish line.

The pioneer, who was out on the edge of the wilderness, {4} guarding the

men, women, and children in the stockade, was also a scout. Should he fall
asleep, or lose control of his faculties, or fail on his watch, then the lives of
the men, women, and children paid the forfeit, and the scout lost his honor.

But there have been other kinds of scouts besides war scouts and frontier
scouts. They have been the men of all ages, who have gone out on new and
strange adventures, and through their work have benefited the people of the
earth. Thus, Columbus discovered America, the Pilgrim Fathers founded
New England, the early English settlers colonized Jamestown, and the
Dutch built up New York. In the same way the hardy Scotch-Irish pushed
west and made a new home for the American people beyond the
Alleghanies and the Rockies.

These peace scouts had to be as well prepared as any war scouts. They had
to know scoutcraft. They had to know how to live in the woods, and be able
to find their way anywhere, without other chart or compass than the sun and
stars, besides being able to interpret the meaning of the slightest signs of the
forest and the foot tracks of animals and men.

They had to know how to live so as to keep healthy and strong, to face any
danger that came their way, and to help one another. These scouts of old



were accustomed to take chances with death and they did not hesitate to
give up their lives in helping their comrades or country. In fact, they left
everything behind them, comfort and peace, in order to push forward into
the wilderness beyond. And much of this they did because they felt it to be
their duty.

These little-known scouts could be multiplied indefinitely by going back
into the past ages and reading the histories and stories of the knights of
King Arthur, of the Crusaders, and of the great explorers and navigators of
the world.

Wherever there have been heroes, there have been scouts, and to be a scout
means to be prepared to do the right thing at the right moment, no matter
what the consequences may be.

The way for achievement in big things is the preparing of one's self for
doing the big things--by going into training and doing the little things well.
It was this characteristic of Livingstone, the great explorer, that made him
what he was, and that has marked the career of all good scouts.

To be a good scout one should know something about the woods and the
animals that inhabit them, and how to care for one's self when camping.

15}

The habits of animals can be studied by stalking them and watching them in
their native haunts.

The scout should never kill an animal or other living creature needlessly.
There 1s more sport in stalking animals to photograph them, and in coming
to know their habits than in hunting to kill.

But woodcraft means more than this. It means not only the following of
tracks and other signs, but it means to be able to read them. To tell how fast
the animal which made the tracks was going; to tell whether he was
frightened, suspicious, or otherwise.



Woodcraft also enables the scout to find his way, no matter where he is. It
teaches him the various kinds of wild fruit, roots, nuts, etc., which are good
for food, or are the favorite food of animals.

Scout Stalking

By woodcraft a scout may learn a great number of things. He may be able
to tell whether the tracks were made by an animal or by man, bicycle,
automobile or other vehicle.

By having his power of observation trained he can tell by very slight signs,
such as the sudden flying of birds, that someone is moving very near him
though he may not be able to see the person.

16}

Through woodcraft then, a boy may train his eye, and be able to observe
things that otherwise would pass unnoticed. In this way he may be able to
save animals from pain, as a horse from an ill-fitting harness. He may also
be able to see little things which may give him the clew to great things and
so be able to prevent harm and crime.



Comfort

Besides woodcraft one must know something of camp life. One of the chief
characteristics of the scout is to be able to live in the open, know how to put
up tents, build huts, throw up a lean-to for shelter, or make a dugout in the
ground, how to build a fire, how to procure and cook food, how to bind logs
together so as to construct bridges and rafts, and how to find his way by
night as well as by day in a strange country.

Living in the open in this way, and making friends of the trees, the streams,
the mountains, and the stars, gives a scout a great deal of confidence and
makes him love the natural life around him.



Camp loom, for making mats and mattresses

To be able to tell the difference between the trees by their bark and leaves is
a source of pleasure; to be able to make a {7} bed out of rough timber, or
weave a mattress or mat out of grass to sleep on is a joy. And all of these
things a good scout should know.

Then too, a good scout must be chivalrous. That is, he should be as manly
as the knights or pioneers of old. He should be unselfish. He should show
courage. He must do his duty. He should show benevolence and thrift. He
should be loyal to his country. He should be obedient to his parents, and
show respect to those who are his superiors. He should be very courteous to
women. One of his obligations is to do a good turn every day to some one.
He should be cheerful and seek self-improvement, and should make a
career for himself.

All these things were characteristics of the old-time American scouts and of
the King Arthur knights. Their honor was sacred. They were courteous and
polite to women and children, especially to the aged, protected the weak,
and helped others to live better. They taught themselves to be strong, so as
to be able to protect their country against enemies. They kept themselves
strong and healthy, so that they might be prepared to do all of these things
at a moment's notice, and do them well.

So the boy scout of to-day must be chivalrous, manly, and gentlemanly.



When he gets up in the morning he may tie a knot in his necktie, and leave
the necktie outside his vest until he has done a good turn. Another way to
remind himself is to wear his scout badge reversed until he has done his
good turn. The good turn may not be a very big thing--help an old lady
across the street; remove a banana skin from the pavement so that people
may not fall; remove from streets or roads broken glass, dangerous to
automobile or bicycle tires; give water to a thirsty horse; or deeds similar to
these.

The scout also ought to know how to save life. He ought to be able to make
a stretcher; to throw a rope to a drowning person; to drag an unconscious
person from a burning building, and to resuscitate a person overcome by
gas fumes. He ought also to know the method of stopping runaway horses,
and he should have the presence of mind and the skill to calm a panic and
deal with street and other accidents.

This means also that a boy scout must always be in the pink of condition. A
boy cannot do things like these unless he is healthy and strong. Therefore,
he must be systematically taking exercise, playing games, running, and
walking. It means that he must sleep enough hours to give him the
necessary strength, and if possible to sleep very much in the open, or at
least {8} with the windows of his bedroom open both summer and winter.

It means also that he should take a cold bath often, rubbing dry with a rough
towel. He should breathe through the nose and not through the mouth. He
should at all times train himself to endure hardships.

In addition to these the scout should be a lover of his country. He should
know his country. How many states there are in it, what are its natural
resources, scope, and boundaries. He ought to know something of its
history, its early settlers, and of the great deeds that won his land. How they
settled along the banks of the James River. How Philadelphia, New York,
and other great cities were founded. How the Pilgrim Fathers established
New England and laid the foundation for our national life. How the scouts
of the Middle West saved all that great section of the country for the
Republic. He ought to know how Texas became part of the United States,
and how our national heroes stretched out their hands, north and south, east
and west, to make one great united country.



He ought to know the history of the important wars. He ought to know
about our army and navy flags and the insignia of rank of our officers. He
ought to know the kind of government he lives under, and what it means to
live in a republic. He ought to know what is expected of him as a citizen of
his state and nation, and what to do to help the people among whom he
lives.

In short, to be a good scout is to be a well-developed, well-informed boy.
Scout Virtues

There are other things which a scout ought to know and which should be
characteristic of him, if he is going to be the kind of scout for which the
Boy Scouts of America stand. One of these is obedience. To be a good scout
a boy must learn to obey the orders of his patrol leader, scout master, and
scout commissioner. He must learn to obey, before he is able to command.
He should so learn to discipline and control himself that he will have no
thought but to obey the orders of his officers. He should keep such a strong
grip on his own life that he will not allow himself to do anything which is
ignoble, or which will harm his life or weaken his powers of endurance.

Another virtue of a scout is that of courtesy. A boy scout {9} ought to have
a command of polite language. He ought to show that he is a true gentleman
by doing little things for others.

Loyalty is also a scout virtue. A scout ought to be loyal to all to whom he
has obligations. He ought to stand up courageously for the truth, for his
parents and friends.

Another scout virtue is self-respect. He ought to refuse to accept gratuities
from anyone, unless absolutely necessary. He ought to work for the money
he gets.

For this same reason he should never look down upon anyone who may be
poorer than himself, or envy anyone richer than himself. A scout's self-
respect will cause him to value his own standing and make him sympathetic
toward others who may be, on the one hand, worse off, or, on the other
hand, better off as far as wealth is concerned. Scouts know neither a lower



nor a higher class, for a scout is one who is a comrade to all and who is
ready to share that which he has with others.

The most important scout virtue is that of honor. Indeed, this is the basis of
all scout virtues and is closely allied to that of self-respect. When a scout
promises to do a thing on his honor, he is bound to do it. The honor of a
scout will not permit of anything but the highest and the best and the
manliest. The honor of a scout is a sacred thing, and cannot be lightly set
aside or trampled on.

Faithfulness to duty is another one of the scout virtues. When it is a scout's
duty to do something, he dare not shirk. A scout is faithful to his own
interest and the interests of others. He is true to his country and his God.

Another scout virtue is cheerfulness. As the scout law intimates, he must
never go about with a sulky air. He must always be bright and smiling, and
as the humorist says, "Must always see the doughnut and not the hole." A
bright face and a cheery word spread like sunshine from one to another. It is
the scout's duty to be a sunshine-maker in the world.

Another scout virtue is that of thoughtfulness, especially to animals; not
merely the thoughtfulness that eases a horse from the pain of a badly fitting
harness or gives food and drink to an animal that is in need, but also that
which keeps a boy from throwing a stone at a cat or tying a tin can on a
dog's tail. If a boy scout does not prove his thoughtfulness and friendship
for animals, it 1s quite certain that he never will be really helpful to his
comrades or to the men, women, and children who may need his care.
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And then the final and chief test of the scout is the doing of a good turn to
somebody every day, quietly and without boasting. This is the proof of the
scout. It is practical religion, and a boy honors God best when he helps
others most. A boy may wear all the scout uniforms made, all the scout
badges ever manufactured, know all the woodcraft, campcraft, scoutcraft
and other activities of boy scouts, and yet never be a real boy scout. To be a
real boy scout means the doing of a good turn every day with the proper
motive and if this be done, the boy has a right to be classed with the great



scouts that have been of such service to their country. To accomplish this a
scout should observe the scout law.

Every boy ought to commit to memory the following abbreviated form of
the Scout law.

The Twelve Points of the Scout Law
1. A scout is trustworthy.
2. A scout 1s loyal.

3. A scout is helpful.
4. A scout 1s friendly.
5. A scout 1s courteous.
6. A scout is kind.
7. A scout 1s obedient.
8. A scout is cheerful.
9. A scout is thrifty.

10. A scout 1s brave.

11. A scout is clean.

12. A scout is reverent.

The Boy Scout Organization

(Result of work of Committee on Permanent Organization and Field
Supervision:--H. S. Braucher, Chairman. Lorillard Spencer. Jr., Colin H.
Livingstone. Richard C. Morse. Mortimer Schiff, Dr. George W. Ehler, C.
M. Connolly, E. B. DeGroot, Lee F. Hamner.)

To do good scouting a boy must understand the organization of which he is
a part. The Boy Scouts of America is promoted and governed by a group of
men called the National Council. This National Council is made up of
leading men of the country and it is their desire that every American boy
shall have the opportunity of becoming a good scout.



The National Council holds one meeting annually at which it elects the
officers and the members of the Executive Board. It copyrights badges and
other scout designs, arranges for their manufacture and distribution, selects
designs for uniforms and scout equipment, issues scout commissioners' and
scout masters' certificates, and grants charters for local councils.

{11}

A local council through its officers--president, vice-president, secretary,
treasurer, and scout commissioner, its executive committee, court of honor,
and other committees--deals with all local matters that relate to scouting.

The scout commissioner is the ranking scout master of the local council and
presides at all scout masters' meetings as well as at all scout field meets. It
is also the duty of the scout commissioner to report to and advise with the
Chief Scout through the Executive Secretary concerning the scouts in his
district. The scout commissioner's certificate is issued from National
Headquarters upon the recommendation of a local council after this council
has been granted a charter.

The scout master is the adult leader of a troop, and must be at least twenty-
one years of age. He should have a deep interest in boys, be genuine in his
own life, have the ability to lead, and command the boys' respect and
obedience. He need not be an expert at scoutcraft; a good scout master will
discover experts for the various activities. His certificate is granted upon the
recommendation of the local council.

An assistant scout master should be eighteen years of age or over. His
certificate is granted by the National Council upon the recommendation of
the scout master of his troop and the local council.

Chief Scout and Staff

The Chief Scout is elected annually by the National Council and has a staff
of deputies each of whom is chairman of a committee of scoutcraft. These
deputies are as follows:



Chief Scout Surgeon.

Chief Scout Director of Health.
Chief Scout Woodsman.

Chief Scout Athletic Director.
Chief Scout Stalker.

Chief Scout Citizen.

Chief Scout Master.

Chief Scout Director of Chivalry.
Chief Scout Camp Master.

Scouts are graded as follows:

Chief Scout and Staff.
Scout Commissioner.
Scout Master.

Assistant Scout Master.
Patrol Leader.
Assistant Patrol Leader.

Eagle Scout.

Star Scout.

Life Scout.
First-class Scout.
Second-class Scout.
Tenderfoot.

How to Become a Boy Scout

The easiest way to become a boy scout is to join a patrol that has already
been started. This patrol may be in {12} a Sunday School, Boys' Brigade,
Boys' Club, Young Men's Christian Association, Young Men's Hebrew
Association, Young Men's Catholic Association, or any other organization
to which you may belong. If there is no patrol near you, get some man
interested enough to start one by giving him all the information.



A patrol consists of eight boys, one of whom becomes the patrol leader and
another the assistant patrol leader.

A troop consists of three or more patrols, and the leader of the troop is
called a scout master. There can be no patrols or troops of boy scouts
without this scout master.

The Scout Motto

The motto of the boy scouts is Be Prepared, and the badge of the boy scouts
is a copyrighted design with this motto, "Be Prepared," on a scroll at its
base.

The motto, "Be Prepared," means that the scout is always in a state of
readiness in mind and body to do his duty. To be prepared in mind, by
having disciplined himself to be obedient, and also by having thought out
beforehand any accident or situation that may occur, so that he may know
the right thing to do at the right moment, and be willing to do it. To be
prepared in body, by making himself strong and active and able to do the
right thing at the right moment, and then to do it.

The Scout Badge

The scout badge is not intended to represent the fleur-de-lis, or an
arrowhead. It is a modified form of the sign of the north on the mariner's
compass, which is as old as the history of navigation. The Chinese claim its
use among them as early as 2634 B. C., and we have definite information
that it was used at sea by them as early as 300 A. D. Marco Polo brought the
compass to Europe on his return from Cathay. The sign of the north on the
compass gradually came to represent the north, and pioneers, trappers,
woodsmen, and scouts, because of this, adopted it as their emblem. Through
centuries of use it has undergone modification until it has now assumed the
shape of our badge.

This trefoil badge of the scouts is now used, with slight local variations, in
almost every civilized country as the mark of brotherhood, for good
citizenship, and friendliness.



Its scroll is turned up at the ends like a scout's mouth, because he does his
duty with a smile and willingly.

The knot is to remind the scout to do a good turn to someone daily.
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The arrowhead part is worn by the tenderfoot. The scroll part only is worn
by the second-class scout. The badge worn by the first-class scout is the
whole badge.

The official badges of the Boy Scouts of America are issued by the National
Council and may be secured only from the National Headquarters. These
badges are protected by the U. S. Patent Laws (letters of patent numbers
41412 and 41532) and anyone infringing these patents is liable to
prosecution at law.

In order to protect the Boy Scout Movement and those who have qualified
to receive badges designating the various degrees in scoutcraft, it is desired
that all interested cooperate with the National Headquarters in safeguarding
the sale and distribution of these badges. This may be done by observing the
following rules:

1. Badges should not be ordered until after boys have actually complied
with the requirements prescribed by the National Council and are entitled to
receive them.

2. All orders for badges should be sent in by the scout master with a
certificate from the local council that these requirements have been
complied with. Blanks for this purpose may be secured on application to the
National Headquarters.

Where no local council has been formed, application for badges should be
sent direct to Headquarters, signed by the registered scout master of the
troop, giving his official number.

Scout commissioners', scout masters', and assistant scout masters' badges
can be issued only to those who are registered as such at National



Headquarters.
Tenderfoot Badge--Gilt metal.
Patrol Leader's Tenderfoot Badge--Oxidized silver finish.

These badges are seven eighths of an inch wide and are made either for the
button-hole or with safety-pin clasp. Price 5 cents.

Second-Class Scout Badge--Gilt metal.

Patrol Leader's Second-Class Scout Badge--Oxidized silver.

These badges--safety-pin style--to be worn upon the sleeve. Price 10 cents.
First-Class Scout Badge--Gilt metal.

Patrol Leader's First-Class Scout Badge--Oxidized silver.

Both badges safety-pin style--to be worn upon the sleeve. Price 15 cents.

Scout Commissioner's, Scout Master's, and Assistant Scout Master's Arm
Badges.

These badges are woven in blue, green, and red silk, and are to be worn on
the sleeve of coat or shirt. Price 25 cents.
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Buttons--The official buttons worn on the scout uniforms sell for 10 cents
per set for shirt and 15 cents per set for coat.

Merit Badges--Price 25 cents each.

Boy Scout Certificates--A handsome certificate in two colors, 6 x 8 inches,
has been prepared for boy scouts who wish to have a record of their
enrolment. The certificate has the Scout Oath and Law and the official Seal
upon it, with place for the signature of the scout master. The price is 5 cents.



Directions For Ordering

Important! When ordering supplies send exact remittance with order, If
check is used add New York exchange. Make checks and money orders
payable to Boy Scouts of America. All orders received without the proper
remittance will be shipped C. O. D., or held until remittance arrives.

The Scout Oath

Before he becomes a scout a boy must promise:
On my honor I will do my best:

1. To do my duty to God and my country, and to obey the scout
law;

2. To help other people at all times;

3. To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally
straight.

When taking this oath the scout will stand, holding up his right hand, palm
to the front, thumb resting on the nail of the little finger and the other three
fingers upright and together.



The Scout Sign

This is the scout sign. The three fingers held up remind him of his three
promises in the scout oath.

The Scout Salute

When the three fingers thus held are raised to the forehead, it is the scout
salute. The scout always salutes an officer.

The Scout Law

(Result of work of Committee on Scout Oath, Scout Law, Tenderfoot,
Second-class and First-class Scout Requirements:--Prof. Jeremiah W. Jenks,
Chairman. Dr. Lee K. Frankel, George D. Porter, E. M. Robinson, G. W.
Hinckley, B. E. Johnson, Clark W. Hetherington, Arthur A. Carey.)

There have always been certain written and unwritten laws regulating the
conduct and directing the activities of men. {15} We have such unwritten
laws coming down from past ages. In Japan, the Japanese have their
Bushido or laws of the old Samurai warriors. During the Middle Ages, the
chivalry and rules of the Knights of King Arthur, the Knights Templar and
the Crusaders were in force. In aboriginal America, the Red Indians had
their laws of honor: likewise the Zulus, Hindus, and the later European
nations have their ancient codes.

The following laws which relate to the Boy Scouts of America, are the
latest and most up to date. These laws a boy promises to obey when he
takes his scout oath.

1. A scout is trustworthy.

A scout's honor is to be trusted. If he were to violate his honor by telling a
lie, or by cheating, or by not doing exactly a given task, when trusted on his
honor, he may be directed to hand over his scout badge.



2. A scout is loyal.

He is loyal to all to whom loyalty is due: his scout leader, his home, and
parents and country.

3. A scout is helpful.

He must be prepared at any time to save life, help injured persons, and
share the home duties. He must do at least one good turn to somebody every
day.

4. A scout is friendly.

He is a friend to all and a brother to every other scout.

5. A scout is courteous.

He is polite to all, especially to women, children, old people, and the weak
and helpless. He must not take pay for being helpful or courteous.

6. A scout is kind.

He is a friend to animals. He will not kill nor hurt any living creature
needlessly, but will strive to save and protect all harmless life.

7. A scout is obedient.

He obeys his parents, scout master, patrol leader, and all other duly
constituted authorities.

8. A scout is cheerful.

He smiles whenever he can. His obedience to orders is prompt and cheery.
He never shirks nor grumbles at hardships.

9. A scout is thrifty.



He does not wantonly destroy property. He works faithfully, wastes nothing,
and makes the best use of his {16} opportunities. He saves his money so
that he may pay his own way, be generous to those in need, and helpful to
worthy objects.

He may work for pay but must not receive tips for courtesies or good turns.
10. A scout is brave.

He has the courage to face danger in spite of fear and has to stand up for the
right against the coaxings of friends or the jeers or threats of enemies, and
defeat does not down him.

11. A scout is clean.

He keeps clean in body and thought, stands for clean speech, clean sport,
clean habits, and travels with a clean crowd.

12. A scout is reverent.

He 1s reverent toward God. He is faithful in his religious duties and
respects the convictions of others in matters of custom and religion.

The Three Classes of Scouts

There are three classes of scouts among the Boy Scouts of America, the
tenderfoot, second-class scout, and first-class scout. Before a boy can
become a tenderfoot he must qualify for same. A tenderfoot, therefore, is
superior to the ordinary boy because of his training. To be a tenderfoot
means to occupy the lowest grade in scouting. A tenderfoot on meeting
certain requirements may become a second-class scout, and a second-class
scout upon meeting another set of requirements may become a first-class
scout. The first-class scout may then qualify for the various merit badges
which are offered in another part of this chapter for proficiency in scouting.



The requirements of the tenderfoot, second-class scout, and first-class
scout, are as follows:

Tenderfoot

Tenderfoot

Tenderfoot

To become a scout a boy must be at least twelve years of age and must pass
a test in the following:

1. Know the scout law, sign, salute, and significance of the badge.

2. Know the composition and history of the national flag and the customary
forms of respect due to it.

3. Tie four out of the following knots: square or reef, sheet-bend, bowline,
fisherman's, sheepshank, halter, clove hitch, timber hitch, or two half
hitches.
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He then takes the scout oath, is enrolled as a tenderfoot, and is entitled to
wear the tenderfoot badge.

Second-class Scout

Second-class Scout

To become a second-class scout, a tenderfoot must pass, to the satisfaction
of the recognized local scout authorities, the following tests:

1. At least one month's service as a tenderfoot.

2. Elementary first aid and bandaging; know the general directions for first
aid for injuries; know treatment for fainting, shock, fractures, bruises,
sprains, injuries in which the skin is broken, burns, and scalds; demonstrate
how to carry injured, and the use of the triangular and roller bandages and
tourniquet.

3. Elementary signaling: Know the semaphore, or American Morse, or
Myer alphabet.



4. Track half a mile in twenty-five minutes; or, if in town, describe
satisfactorily the contents of one store window out of four observed for one
minute each.

5. Go a mile in twelve minutes at scout's pace--about fifty steps running and
fifty walking, alternately.

6. Use properly knife or hatchet.
7. Prove ability to build a fire in the open, using not more than two matches.

8. Cook a quarter of a pound of meat and two potatoes in the open without
the ordinary kitchen cooking utensils.

9. Earn and deposit at least one dollar in a public bank.

10. Know the sixteen principal points of the compass.

First-class Scout



First-class Scout

To become a first-class scout, the second-class scout must pass the
following tests:

1. Swim fifty yards.

2. Earn and deposit at least two dollars in a public bank.

3. Send and receive a message by semaphore, or American Morse, or Myer
alphabet, sixteen letters per minute.

4. Make a round trip alone (or with another scout) to a point {18} at least
seven miles away, going on foot or rowing boat, and write a satisfactory
account of the trip and things observed.

5. Advanced first aid: Know the methods for panic prevention; what to do
in case of fire and ice, electric and gas accidents; how to help in case of



runaway horse, mad dog, or snake bite; treatment for dislocations,
unconsciousness, poisoning, fainting, apoplexy, sunstroke, heat exhaustion,
and freezing; know treatment for sunburn, ivy poisoning, bites and stings,
nosebleed, earache, toothache, inflammation or grit in eye, cramp or
stomach ache and chills; demonstrate artificial respiration.

6. Prepare and cook satisfactorily, in the open, without regular kitchen
utensils, two of the following articles as may be directed. Eggs, bacon,
hunter's stew, fish, fowl, game, pancakes, hoe-cake, biscuit, hardtack or a
"twist," baked on a stick; explain to another boy the methods followed.

7. Read a map correctly, and draw, from field notes made on the spot, an
intelligible rough sketch map, indicating by their proper marks important
buildings, roads, trolley lines, main landmarks, principal elevations, etc.
Point out a compass direction without the help of the compass.

8. Use properly an axe for felling or trimming light timber; or produce an
article of carpentry or cabinet-making or metal work made by himself.
Explain the method followed.

9. Judge distance, size, number, height and weight within 25 per cent.

10. Describe fully from observation ten species of trees or plants, including
poison ivy, by their bark, leaves, flowers, fruit, or scent; or six species of
wild birds by their plumage, notes, tracks, or habits; or six species of native
wild animals by their form, color, call, tracks, or habits; find the North Star,
and name and describe at least three constellations of stars.

11. Furnish satisfactory evidence that he has put into practice in his daily
life the principles of the scout oath and law.

12. Enlist a boy trained by himself in the requirements of a tenderfoot.

NOTE.--No deviation from above requirements will be permitted unless in
extraordinary cases, such as physical inability, and the written consent of
the National Headquarters has been obtained by the recognized local scout
authority.



119}
Patrol Signs

Each troop of boy scouts is named after the place to which it belongs. For
example, it i1s Troop No. 1, 2, 3, 4, etc., of New York or Chicago. Each
patrol of the troop is named after an animal or bird, but may be given
another kind of name if there is a valid reason. In this way, the Twenty-
seventh New York Troop, for instance, may have several patrols, which may

be respectively the Ox, Wolf, Jackal, Raven, Buffalo, Fox, Panther, and
Rattlesnake.

15t Class

Patral Leader
A
(A ,j
) ([ g s

Asz't Scout Master
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Parrol Leader Ik e
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Parrol Leader
Merit e
Badges ' ; Chief Scout
and Scaff
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Positions of Various Badges

Each scout in a patrol has a number, the patrol leader being No. 1, the
assistant patrol leader No. 2, and the other scouts the remaining consecutive



numbers. Scouts in this way should {22} work in pairs, Nos. 3 and 4
together; 5 and 6 together; 7 and. 8 together.

{20

MONGOOSE HAWK WOLF PEEWIT
Squeak-- Cry (same as Howl-"How- Whistle-

"Cheep" Eagle)-- 0000" "Tewitt"

BROWN AND "Kreeee" YELLOW  GREEN

ORANGE PINK AND AND

BLACK WHITE

Q M ™

HOUND CAT JACKAL

Bark "Bawow- Cry--"Meeaow" Laughing Cry-"Wahwah-
wow" GRAY AND wah-wah-wah."
ORANGE BROWN GRAY AND BLACK

4w



RAVEN BUFFALO PEACOCK
Cry-"Kar- Lowing (same as Bull) Cry-"Bee-oik"

kaw" "Um-maouw" GREEN AND
BLACK RED AND WHITE BLUE

BULL SEAL OWL

Lowing-"Um- Call-"Hark" Whistle "Koot-koot-
maouw" RED AND koo"

RED BLACK BLUE

TIGER  LION KANGAROO HORSE

Purr- Roar-"Eu- Call-"Coo-ee" Whinney-
"Grrrao" Ugh" RED AND "Hee-e-e-e"
VIOLET YELLOW GRAY BLACK AND

AND RED WHITE

215
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FOX BEAR STAG STORK
Bark-"Ha-ha"  Growl- Call-"Baow" Cry-"Korrr"
YELLOW AND "Boorrr" VIOLET AND BLUE AND
GREEN BROWN BLACK WHITE
AND RED
PANTHER CURLEW  HYENA
Tongue in side of Whistle-- Laughing Cry-
mouth--"Keeook" "Curley" "Ooowah-oowah-
YELLOW GREEN wah"
YELLOW AND
BROWN

" e >

WOOD PIGEON EAGLE
Bleat—-"Ba-a— Call--"Book- Very shrill cry--

a hooroo" "Kreeee"
BROWN BLUE AND GRAY GREEN AND BLACK
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HIPPO RATTLESNAKE WILD

Hiss- Rattle a pebble in a small BOAR

"Brrussssh" potted meat tin. Grunt--

PINK AND "Broof-

BLACK broof"
GRAY AND
PINK

LA

COBRA CUCKOO OTTER BEAVER

Hiss--"Pssst"  Call-- Cry--"Hoi-  Slap made by

ORANGE "Cook-koo" oi-oick" clapping bands

AND BLACK GRAY BROWN BLUE AND
AND YELLOW
WHITE

{22 continued}

Each scout in a patrol should be able to imitate the call of his patrol animal.
That is, the scouts of the Wolf patr